SAMPLE LETTERS TO CONGRESS REQUESTING SUPPORT FOR HESA
Dear Representative xx,

I write to you today to respectfully request that you consider co-sponsoring a vital piece of new legislation called the Higher Education Sustainability Act of 2007 (HR 3637), recently introduced by Representatives Blumenauer, Ehlers, Wu and Boucher. 
In short, the Higher Education Sustainability Act (HESA) seeks to equip the coming generation of college graduates with the fundamental knowledge vital to meet the mounting global challenges that we face as a nation. As energy demands, population growth, and urban development place greater stress on our economic and life-support systems, the need for developing innovative and successful sustainable development practices is becoming critical to sustaining our economic competitiveness, improving environmental health, and creating more livable communities. 

The Higher Education Sustainability Act will:
· Educate and train the next generation of scientists, engineers, planners, and business professionals who will be developing new strategies and tools for environmental/resource conservation, energy efficiency and sustainable development, as well as build a large market for sustainably-produced goods and services.
· Promote good business practices in higher education that will provide living examples to other sectors of how sustainability practices result in greater productivity and quality of life.
Five years of campus education, research, operations, and policy funding through HESA could help: 1) accelerate U.S. energy independence and freedom from dependence on foreign oil, through new thinking and developments in both energy production/consumption and product design/manufacturing, and 2) update the perspectives and content of dozens of majors, from the design fields of architecture, engineering and planning to economics, business, health and community development, to reflect new understandings of sustainable development. 
Sustainable development practices are now being employed by hundreds of U.S. cities and companies. However, a recent study of Fortune 500 CEOs reported that, while 90 percent agreed that "sustainable development is important to their company's future," only 30 percent feel their company has the "skills, information, and personnel to meet the challenge."  Universities can play a critical role in accelerating this transition to a more viable society if the resources called for in HESA are provided. 
With HESA funding, colleges and universities will be able to provide students with the knowledge and skills needed to address the critical, systemic challenges faced by the world in this new century and to enable them to benefit from the economic opportunities that will arise as a result of solutions they develop. We simply need the critical seed funds that this bill provides to initiate needed changes on campuses across the country.

I thank you for considering this important request and look forward to hearing your response.
Sincerely, 
Dear Senator xx,

I write to you today to respectfully request that you consider sponsoring in the Senate a vital piece of new legislation called the Higher Education Sustainability Act of 2007 (HR 3637), sponsored in the House by Representatives Earl Blumenauer, Vernon Ehlers, David Wu, Rick Boucher and Raúl Grijalva. 
In short, the Higher Education Sustainability Act (HESA) seeks to equip the coming generation of college graduates with the fundamental knowledge vital to meet the mounting global challenges that we face as a nation. As energy demands, population growth, and urban development place greater stress on our economic and life-support systems, the need for developing innovative and successful sustainable development practices is becoming critical to sustaining our economic competitiveness, improving environmental health, and creating more livable communities. 

The Higher Education Sustainability Act will:
· Educate and train the next generation of scientists, engineers, planners, and business professionals who will be developing new strategies and tools for environmental/resource conservation, energy efficiency and sustainable development, as well as build a large market for sustainably-produced goods and services.
· Promote good business practices in higher education that will provide living examples to other sectors of how sustainability practices result in greater productivity and quality of life.
Five years of campus education, research, operations, and policy funding through HESA could help: 1) accelerate U.S. energy independence and freedom from dependence on foreign oil, through new thinking and developments in both energy production/consumption and product design/manufacturing, and 2) update the perspectives and content of dozens of majors, from the design fields of architecture, engineering and planning to economics, business, health and community development, to reflect new understandings of sustainable development. 
Sustainable development practices are now being employed by hundreds of U.S. cities and companies. However, a recent study of Fortune 500 CEOs reported that, while 90 percent agreed that "sustainable development is important to their company's future," only 30 percent feel their company has the "skills, information, and personnel to meet the challenge."  Universities can play a critical role in accelerating this transition to a more viable society if the resources called for in HESA are provided. 
With HESA funding, colleges and universities will be able to provide students with the knowledge and skills needed to address the critical, systemic challenges faced by the world in this new century and to enable them to benefit from the economic opportunities that will arise as a result of solutions they develop. We simply need the critical seed funds that this bill provides to initiate needed changes on campuses across the country.

I thank you for considering this important request and look forward to hearing your response.
Sincerely, 
